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The Superior-General writes

Y

EAR BY YEAR I find that each of the great
Festivals and Seasons of the Church takes on
its own particular character and quality. A
differing experience, bringing a fresh spiritual
insight and a God given grace. During each Lent
and Advent, I try to find a particular aspect of the
Season to use as a focus for reflection and prayer.
For Lent this year I have chosen the painting The
Body of the Dead Christ in the Tomb by Hans
Holbein the Younger, painted in 1521.
It is not known for what place or purpose the painting was made. Its
dimensions are odd, 30.5 x 200 cm, hence the figure is life-size. It may
have formed the predella for an altarpiece or been made to fill a
sepulchral niche. It is a unique object in iconographic terms. Being
with the picture is like entering a coffin to see what is happening
inside, which, on first examination is nothing apart from a dead body,
a corpse, motionless for all eternity.

But this is no less than the Body of our Blessed Lord. We are
encouraged by this fact to look deeper and contemplate further.
Looking at His face, we see
that, though dead, it is not
lifeless. The mouth is open; the
eyes also. There is a sense that a
moment before we might have
just heard, at least, the virtual
sound of a last breath. There is a
sense that we see Christ seeing
beyond the grave – to what this
Death has in store. A sense of the
Holy Spirit hovering over what was to be a New Creation as He
hovered over that which was to be the Old Creation. Holbein seems to
tell us that, even in Death, Christ still looks, sees and speaks. That here
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is the moment of transition between mortal death and Resurrection
Life; the death of Death and Life Eternal.
There are the Three
Signs that indicate that this
Body is the Crucified Son
of God who died for the
sins of the world. Three
Wounds. Three signs. The
wounds are to His Right
Hand, His Right Foot and
His Right Side. There are
no wounds to the Head; no
marks of the Thorns. Holbein shows only the Right side of Christ’s
Body; the left, the sinistra, remains for this moment the shadow of the
Tomb. Thus a Holy Trinity of Wounds, for this is God made Man who
has died and shall Rise again from the dead.
Holbein paints the Body
of Jesus with a prominent
and protruding navel. A
certain indication that this
is, indeed, the Body of One
who is fully human; who
though God of God; born of
a Pure and Immaculate
Virgin Mother, is one with
our human flesh and blood.
Like us in all things though
without sin. Son of God
and Son of Man. At His
Resurrection, Christ does not leave our mortality behind in the Grave.
We “believe in the Resurrection of the Body” for He lifts our humanity
to Heaven.
The Shroud which would have wrapped the dead Body no longer
envelops Him in this moment that will give way before the power of the
Resurrection. Will this Shroud be folded away for twenty centuries for
future Christians to see and marvel? Be Fabric that still speaks? In the
Tomb, as told us in Scripture, the Shroud was a true icon – vera icona
– of the Resurrection. A sure sign to those Apostles at the Tomb that He
was Risen from the Dead.
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Any painting, any work of great art, presents an enigma. More or less
hidden messages that are there for our discovery and engagement. In
great Religious Art we are given the possibility of Spiritual discovery,
journey, prayer and holy insight.
(Reference: “Tateetc”
Autumn 2006 – Michel Onfray).

@ Robert Ladds,
Superior-General – Lent 2014

A Letter from the Chaplain-General
My dear friends,

I

T WAS JUST a year ago that the Holy Father

announced that he would be resigning at the end
of February. Since then a great deal of water has
flowed under the bridge, both metaphorically and
literally! Pope Francis has created an entirely new
public image of his office and broken so many of
the conventions. He has proved how close he is to
the people, particularly to the poor and disadvantaged; he embraces
those who are disfigured or disabled during the general audiences; he
is not frightened of being open to the world, initiating far reaching
reform into the financial and structural institutions in the Vatican.
These are not mere signs: they communicate the reality of what the
Church needs to be doing, in a world where there is less and less
personal contact. As he writes in ‘Evangelii Gaudium’, ‘I prefer a
Church which is bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out on
the streets, rather than a Church which is unhealthy from being
confined and from clinging to its own security. I do not want a Church
concerned with being at the centre and which then ends by being
caught up in a web of obsessions and procedures. If something should
rightly disturb us and trouble our consciences, it is the fact that so
many of our brothers and sisters are living without the strength, light
and consolation born of friendship with Jesus Christ, without a
community of faith to support them, without meaning and a goal in
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life. More than by fear of going astray, my hope is that we will be
moved by the fear of remaining shut up within structures which give
us a false sense of security, within rules which make us harsh judges,
within habits which make us feel safe, while at our door people are
starving and Jesus does not tire of saying to us: “Give them something
to eat” (Mk 6:37).’ But he also points to Mary as the model and pattern
for this renewed work of evangelisation. ‘Whenever we look to Mary,
we come to believe once again in the revolutionary nature of love and
tenderness. In her we see that humility and tenderness are not virtues
of the weak but of the strong who need not treat others poorly in order
to feel important themselves.’
I hope that this pastoral concern will be at the heart of what we try
to do in the Society of Mary. Some years ago, when we revised the aims
and objects of the Society, we added ‘Members will engage in apostolic
and pastoral work, according to opportunity…’ It is still there as an
ideal: I am not quite sure how often it happens in reality. It was
therefore really encouraging for me to inaugurate the Oxford Ward of
the Society at S. Thomas’ at the beginning of February. There were
over a dozen seminarians there from S. Stephen’s House, all soon to
be ordained, with an energy and enthusiasm for pastoral work and
commitment. I hope and pray that they and others like them will renew
the life of our parishes and of our Society. Please pray for them.
Now to more practical matters. At the time of writing, there are still
places available for our Nettuno and Rome Pilgrimage this year, from
8th–15th May. If would like to book, please contact Pax Travel direct.
I am very happy to say that the Lourdes Pilgrimage, from 4th–8th
August is now full, and we much look forward to it, particularly to the
new aspect of taking a sizable group of young pilgrims with us.
We look forward to the May Devotion and AGM in London on
Saturday 3rd. Rather than include many details in this letter, please
refer to the display advertisement elsewhere in this issue. By popular
request, as last year, our Procession will go from one church to the
other. I need six stewards for the Procession to help to keep things
moving and would welcome offers of help from seminarians or servers.
Any offers to me, please, by 26th April. We are very grateful to
Fr Simon Morris, who is on the Executive Committee, for agreeing
to come and preach to us.
Finally, I should like to offer two particular expressions of thanks on
behalf of us all. Richard North has been working for the Society for
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many years, first as the General Secretary and then as our Sales
Officer. In all that he does, he is highly organised and efficient and I
am very grateful to him for creating so many of the systems by which
we now work. As he is moving, he has decided that he will not have
space for the books and medals etc. and that he ought to resign. We
thank him for all that he has done: I am grateful also to Tom Middleton
for agreeing to take this work on. A year ago, Craig Aburn also gave us
notice that he would like to retire as the Webmaster. Our thanks go to
him for keeping the website up to date over so many years and for
developing its content and design: as some of you may know, this is not
exactly my area of expertise! I am grateful to Richard Doney for
agreeing to replace him and apologise to Craig that it has taken so long
to find a successor.
I shall hope to see you in May if not before.
With my love and blessing,

Fr Graeme Rowlands, Chaplain-General

The May Devotion
May Devotion will take place on Saturday 3rd May,
Thebeginning
with a Solemn Mass at 12 noon. We need the
following help on the day:
n Servers for the Mass and Procession and for Vespers etc at

Holy Trinity: please let Fr Rowlands know by Saturday 26th
April that you are willing to help and bring your own
cassock with you on the day.
n Stewards/sidesmen for the Mass and for Vespers.
n Serving wine and drinks at Lunch.

Please remember that the Procession will take 20 minutes: if
you cannot walk that far, there is a bus which will take you
almost door to door: more details on the day.
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The May Devotion and AGM
will be held in

The Parish of S. Silas the Martyr,
and Holy Trinity, London NW5
on

Saturday 3rd May 2014
12 noon, at the Church of S. Silas the Martyr, S. Silas Place,
(off Prince of Wales Road) Kentish Town
Solemn Pontifical Concelebrated Mass followed by
Procession of Our Lady through the streets to the Church of
The Most Holy Trinity, Hartland Road NW1
Principal Celebrant: The Superior-General, The Rt Revd Robert Ladds
All priest-members of the Society who wish to concelebrate
should inform Fr Rowlands of their intention by Tuesday 29th April
and bring an alb, etc. with them.

1.30 pm Lunch in Holy Trinity Church Hall
Tickets £10 to be booked by Saturday 26th April with Fr Rowlands,
please enclose cheque – made payable to Society of Mary – and collect
tickets on the day.

3.30 pm AGM of the Society in Holy Trinity Church
4.00 pm Solemn Vespers, Sermon and Pontifical Benediction
Preacher: The Revd Simon Morris
Parish Priest – S. Mary’s, Tottenham
All priest members of the Society are invited to sit in choir,
please inform Fr Rowlands.
To reach S. Silas: Underground to Chalk Farm on the Northern Line,
left out of station and follow sign up Crogsland Road.
Buses 24, 46 and 393 to Malden Road.
To reach Holy Trinity: Underground to Chalk Farm on Northern line. Turn left
out of station, then right down Chalk Farm Road towards Camden Lock Market
and up Hartland Road. Bus 46 from central London goes to
Hawley Road, or buses 24, 27, 31 or 168 to Camden Market.
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T HE S OCIETY OF M ARY
in association with the

M ERYEMANA F OUNDATION

Ecumenical Pilgrimage
to Nettuno and Rome, 2014
The Pilgrimage will be led by
The Rt Revd Norman Banks, Bishop of Richborough
and
The Rt Revd Robert Ladds,
Superior-General of The Society of Mary

8th - 12th May – Nettuno
12th - 15th May – Rome
Cost per person £579 pp single, £499 double for hotel stay, (no
single supplement for clergy staying in the Santuario) for Nettuno
only, and £829 single, £789 double for Nettuno and Rome.
Includes flights (from Stansted or Luton), airport transfers in
Italy, accommodation, breakfast and some other meals.

Details and application forms from Pax Travel,
57-59 Rochester Place London NW1 9JU Tel 020 7485 3003
email info@paxtravel.co.uk
General enquiries to: Mrs Celia Bush,
169 Humber Doucy Lane, Ipswich IP4 3PA
Tel: 01473 423750
email: secretary@societyofmary.net
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PRINTING AND POSTAGE OF AVE
In order to avoid unnecessary printing and postage costs it is
requested that Ward Secretaries and individual members attached
to the Headquarters Membership please advise the Membership &
Grants Secretary (contact details inside back cover) of cases where
only one copy of each edition of AVE is acceptable for any one
address, rather than individual copies for each member.
Celia Bush, Secretary

FROM THE EDITOR OF AVE
1. Copy for consideration for the Presentation of Our Lady
issue of AVE must be sent to the Editor and received by
Monday 6th October at the latest. It would be helpful if copy
were sent electronically – although hard copy of any pictures
may be needed. The Editor reserves the right to amend or
delete copy as may be expedient or as space permits. It is
regretted that hard copy cannot be returned.

FROM THE RETURNING OFFICER
ELECTIONS TO GENERAL COUNCIL 2014
The following 7 Members have been Elected (re-elected) to the General
Council following closure of Nominations on 31st January 2014:
The Revd Graeme Rowlands, as Chaplain General,
The Revd Jonathan Beswick,
Mr Tom Middleton, as Treasurer,
The Revd Simon Morris,
The Revd Beresford Cook Skelton
The Revd Christopher Cook
Mrs Brigid Reeve, as Membership and Grants Secretary.

The Venerable Luke Miller, Returning Officer
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PO17 6HP

Saturday 31st May, 12 noon

S. Saviour, Portsmouth,
PO2 8PB

Saturday 18th October, 12 noon

Walsingham – Saturday 19th – Monday 21st July

S. Nicholas, Boarhunt,

Solemn Mass, followed by lunch (book by
30th August), Procession and Benediction.

Annual Portsmouth Ward pilgrimage.

Mass, followed by ‘pub lunch’.

Devotion (Maria Desolata) and Benediction.

Mass of the Assumption
Benediction

Rosary Procession followed by Solemn
Concelebrated Mass.
Sprinkling and Benediction
– Joint event with Forward in Faith

EVENT

BH4 8BE

2.45 pm

Saturday 16th August, 12 noon

Solemn Mass of The Assumption.
Celebrant and preacher The Rt Rev’d Robert,
Ladds, Superior-General of The Society.
Lunch (must be booked by 9th August).
Benediction.

Details, or to book lunch (by 9th August), from Henry Frier, henryfrier06@btinternet.com

Our Lady, Queen S. Ambrose,
of All Saints,
Bournemouth
Bournemouth

Details of all events, or to book the ‘lunch’ at either event, please contact: Pat Freshwater, patdave@freshies.plus.com

Our Lady
Full of Grace,
Portsmouth

Sunday 14th September, 4.00 pm

S. Luke, Southport

2.30 pm

Saturday 7th June, 12 noon

Saturday 16th August, 11.20 am
Saturday 16th August, 2.00 pm

Ladyewell

Our Lady of
Victories,
NW Ward

DATE AND TIME

S. Mary’s, Morecambe
All Saints, Broughton

VENUE

WARD

I MPORTANT WARD E VENTS – 2014
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MINUTES OF THE EIGHTY SECOND ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING OF THE SOCIETY OF MARY HELD AT THE
CHURCH OF THE MOST HOLY TRINITY,
HARTLAND ROAD, LONDON NW1, 4TH MAY 2013
PRESENT
The Rt Reverend Robert Ladds, Superior-General, in the Chair
The Reverend Graeme Rowlands, Chaplain-General
Mr Tom Middleton, Treasurer
Mrs Celia Bush, Secretary
and 80 members of the Society.
Opening the meeting the Superior-General welcomed members
present and thanked Fr Rowlands and his people for their kind and
generous hospitality. He particularly welcomed Tom Middleton as the
Society’s new Treasurer.

1. Apologies for absence: Received from the Membership Secretary
and 20 members of the Society.

2. Minutes of the Eighty First Annual General Meeting, 5th May
2012: It was proposed by Fr Skelton, seconded by Fr Eldridge,and
carried unanimously that the Minutes as published in the
Annunciationtide issue of AVE be agreed as an accurate record of the
AGM held on 4th May 2012. The Minutes were therefore duly signed
as a correct record. The Superior-General thanked the Secretary and
Henry Frier for the preparation of the Minutes and arrangements for
their publication in AVE.

3. Matters Arising from the Minutes: None.
4. Report of the General Council 2012: This was received as
published in AVE, and it was noted that the Society had had another
extremely active and interesting year. Thanks were expressed by the
Superior-General to those who had prepared the Report. The Report
was formally adopted unanimously.
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5. Consideration of the Accounts for the year ended 31st
December 2012: Mr Middleton introduced himself as the Society’s
new Treasurer. He expressed his gratitude to Fr Gomersall for his
excellent record keeping which had made his own task so much easier.
Short copies of the Accounts were circulated and the full version was
available for inspection by anyone who so wished. Mr Middleton
reported that the Stock Market had improved, which meant that the
Society’s investments had picked up in 2012. The surplus for the year
was £12,000.
The Superior General remarked on how blest the Society was in its
Treasurers, as the careful management of the Society’s funds over the
years was so vital to its work in maximising its ability to give grants
within its objects.
Appreciation by members present of Fr Gomersall was formally
expressed in a round of applause. The formal adoption of the 2012
Accounts was proposed by Michael Gester and seconded by
Archdeacon Luke Miller and passed unanimously.

6. Report from the Director of Pilgrimage: Fr Rowlands informed
members that it was still possible to book for this year’s Pilgrimage
to Loreto, Subiaco, Lanciano and Rome, and he had some flyers
available. So far the group comprised 25 pilgrims. The dates were
17th-24th September.
The Ecumenical Pilgrimage to Nettuno will not take place this year.
As reported in AVE, there is a period of discernment to decide the
future structure of the Pilgrimage. It is hoped that pilgrims new and
old will take part in the 2014 event, which will be publicised in AVE in
November when the new format is known.
A new venture for the Society is the projected 2014 Adult and Youth
Pilgrimage to Lourdes. This will take place from 4th-8th August 2014
and will be aimed at 12-18 year olds. The young people will stay at the
Youth Village and the adults in a hotel. There will be some separate
and some combined events in the programme. The Society will be
supporting the young pilgrims financially, so that the cost per young
person will be £70 only. Travel will be by train from St Pancras, which
is no costlier than by air. The exact timetable for travel has not yet been
finalised. Fr Rowlands said that publicity flyers were available and
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asked members to distribute these as widely as possible. Fr Luke
Miller’s office will be dealing with applications.
This is an exciting new venture for the Society and Fr Rowlands
hoped that members would support it in every way.
The Superior General thanked Fr Rowlands for all his hard work in
organising the Society’s Pilgrimages. Pilgrimage is a crucial part of the
Society’s work, and Fr Rowlands has been instrumental in developing
the Lourdes Pilgrimage over several years, besides introducing new
initiatives.

7. General Council Elections: As Acting Returning Officer, the
Superior General reported that it had not been necessary to hold an
election, as the numbers of those standing for election corresponded to
the number of vacancies. The following were therefore declared duly
elected for a period of four years from May 2013:
Archdeacon Luke Miller, Fr Robert Beaken, Canon Rodney Marshall
Fr Iain Young, Fr Mark Nicholls, Fr Jonathan Beswick (Executive, for
2 years), Mr Henry Frier.
The Superior-General thanked those Council members for their
continuing service to the Society, and a round of applause was given in
appreciation. There remained additional vacancies caused by
resignations, to which the Council may choose to co-opt members
during the year.

8. Election of Independant Examiner, Returning Officer,
Director of Pilgrimage
Independant Examiner: This nomination was left to the Treasurer,
who would report to the Executive at its next meeting.
Returning Officer: Fr Rowlands proposed Archdeacon Luke Miller,
seconded by the Secretary and carried unanimously.

Director of Pilgrimage: The Superior-General expressed great
appreciation of the work of Fr Rowlands in this respect, and proposed
his re-election. This was seconded from the Floor and carried
unanimously with acclamation.

9. Any other Business – Website: The Superior General reported
that after ten years, Craig Aburn had expressed his wish to relinquish
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this post. A round of applause was given in recognition of his work and
a more formal expression of the Society’s appreciation would be given
at a later date.
The Executive would therefore be pleased to hear of anyone who
would be willing to take on this work. The Superior General urged
members to look at the Society’s excellent website which is such an
important part of the Society’s work and witness. Craig Aburn
undertakes to give a comprehensive handover to anyone who takes
over.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 3.50 pm.
Celia K. Bush
Secretary

THE SOCIETY OF MARY
Report of the General Council 2013
The General Council met in February and October.
The 82nd Annual Festival took place at S. Silas the Martyr, Kentish
Town on 4th May 2013, by kind invitation of the Chaplain-General. The
Superior-General, the Right Reverend Robert Ladds, presided at Mass,
which was concelebrated by 21 priest members of the Society. As is
now an established custom, the Procession took place through the
streets from S. Silas to the Church of the Most Holy Trinity, Hartland
Road, NW1, the rain just holding off sufficiently. Many children took
part in the Procession and cards were distributed to passers-by
explaining what it was all about and inviting them to take part in other
events at either church. Lunch was served, followed by the Annual
General Meeting, and the day concluded with Vespers of Our Lady and
Benediction. The preacher was Fr Kevin Smith, Registrar of the
College of Guardians of the Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham,
Grateful thanks are due, as always, to Fr Rowlands and the people of
S. Silas the Martyr and Holy Trinity, for making us so welcome and
making the day a great success.
The Ecumenical Pilgrimage to Nettuno did not take place in 2013,
while it was undergoing a period of discernment and restructuring.
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A Pilgrimage is planned for May 2014 led by the Bishop of
Richborough and the Superior General.
The October Devotion took place at S. Agnes, Toxteth. The Devotions
comprised Solemn Mass, the Rosary, Procession of Our Lady, and
Benediction. The Procession made its way to the RC Church of S. Clare
before Benediction. Attendance was good. The Principal Celebrant was
the Superior General, and the preacher was Fr Paschal Worton.
Thanks are due to Canon Cook and the people of both churches for
their kind hospitality and for organising this event with its ecumenical
focus.
The Society’s Pilgrimage to Loreto, Subiaco and Rome took place in
September 2013. This was a most successful and enjoyable Pilgrimage
and was fully reported in AVE. In August 2014 the Society is pioneering
an Adult and Youth Pilgrimage to Lourdes and this is eagerly
anticipated. Following the serious floods in Lourdes, the Society sent a
donation to the Shrine and this was added to by donations from
individuals following publicity from the Society.
The Society has continued to make grants and bursaries available for
purposes consistent with its aims and objectives, giving grants to
individuals for Pilgrimages, for Marian festivals and for restoration of
several statues. In particular, generous subsidies are being given to
enable young people between the ages of 12 and 18 to participate in the
2014 Pilgrimage to Lourdes.
It is my pleasant duty as Secretary to record the Council’s thanks to
all those who have assisted the Society during the past year, in
particular to the officers of local Wards and to the clergy and people of
churches where the Society has held local or national festivals.
In conclusion, the General Council gives thanks to Almighty God for
the many blessings received during the last year, and commends the
Society’s future work to the prayers of our members under the
patronage of Our Lady, Help of Christians.
Celia K. Bush,
Secretary on behalf of the General Council.
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List of Wards with the Su
WARD

SUPERIOR

email

Pho

Barnsley

Revd D. Nicholson

fr_d_pp_cudworth@hotmail.com

01226

Bournemouth

Revd Adrian Pearce

afpear2@gmail.com

01202

Cambridge

Revd S. G. Anderson

fr.stephen.anderson
@googlemail.com

01223

Dewsbury

Revd A. G. Howe

fatherhowe@tiscali.co.uk

01924

Durham

Revd Beresford Skelton

frskelsmm@btinternet.com

0191 5

Grimsby

Revd Stephen Jones

stephenjones628@btinternet.com

01472

Ipswich

Revd Philip Gray

a.f.m.gray@btinternet.com

01449

Middlesbrough

Revd H. C. Hopkins

harry.hopkins@ntlworld.com

01642

Newcastle

Revd D. B. Palmer

davidseahirst@btiternet.com

01670

North West

Revd Ian Brooks

frigb@blueyonder.co.uk

0151 4

Oxford

Revd J. W. Beswick

Pontlottyn

Revd D. A. DeRoy-Jones
(Retiring in April)

fathertony@tiscali.co.uk
Then contact Fr J. M. Hughes fr.johnhug

Portsmouth

Revd R. Calder

fr.roger@stalban.org.uk

02392

Southampton

Revd B. J. Fry

barry.fry@tiscali.co.uk

02380

Wells

Revd E. A. MacPherson

ewan@macpherson.fsnt.co.uk

01749

West Norfolk

Revd James Mather

james.mather@ely.angican.org

01366

Woodville

Revd T. Vale

t.vale@web@webleicester.co.uk 01283

Worksop

Revd N. Spicer

vicarworksoppriory@gmail.com 01909

Yeovil

Revd C. Jones

fathercj@gmail.com

01935

York

Revd A Horsman

andrew@horsmanz.plus.com

01904

Kentish Town

Revd. G. C. Rowlands

ssmktw@googlemail.com

0207 4

Plumstead

Revd A. Stevens

frandrew@dircon.co.uk

0208 8

Tottenham

Revd S. Morris

frmoris@hotmail.com

0208 8

Doncaster

Leigh-on-Sea

01865

South Yorkshire

LONDON

uperiors and Secretaries

ne No

SECRETARY

email

Phone No

710279

Mrs. S. Burton

sueburton54@htmail.co.uk

01226 264432

911569

Mr H. Frier

henryfrier06@btinternet.com

01202 683907

843859

Miss D. M. E. Foreman

473343

Mr S. Dronsfield

5656318

01223 315510
s.dronsfield@tiscali.co.uk

01924 271800

Mrs P. Birkett

01302 535865

Fr Mervyn Thompson

0191 4561851

813304

Mr T. Jones

anthonyjones1947@gmail.com 01472 691214

766359

Mrs Celia Bush

celia.bush@ntlworld.com

Mrs I. E. Morgan

01473 423750
01702 479465

868086

Revd N. Petty

neilpetty@amserve.com

01642 761588

367035

Mrs Lyne Lillie

lynel@hotmail.co.uk

0191 257 0950

Dr David Martlew

david.martlew@gmail.com

0174 424159

Sean Gilbert

sean.gilbert@ssho.ox.ac.uk

01865 726392

4859009
557530

Mrs K. Thomas
ghesssc@hotmail.com

01685 843950

663664

Mrs P. Freshwater

Patdave@freshfies.plus.com

02392 59588

233107

Mr. M. Petch

mmkpetch@btinternet.com

02380 774186

870293

Mr. D. Oatley

0114230 2035

Revd E. A. MacPherson ewan@macpherson.fsnt.co.uk

01749 870293

382187
211310

Mr. M. J. Eaton

mervyn.eaton@oddfellows.co.uk 01283 213450

476031

Mr G. Hutchinson

moghutchinson@aol.com

Mr S. Dronsfield

stuart.dronsfield@tiscali.co.uk 01924 271800

01909 487233

420886
706047

485 3727

Mr M. Gester

854 0461

Revd A. Stevens

808 6644

Mrs. M. Wood

020 8450 9469
frandrew@dircon.co.uk

0208 854 0461
020 8808 4455
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Lincoln – Society of Mary Festival
On the 11th May 2013 a splendid
Marian event occurred in Lincoln
Cathedral which is dedicated to Our
Lady, Blessed Virgin Mary of Lincoln.
The day was sponsored by the two
Society of Mary Lincoln wards – Our
Lady of Lincoln and Our Lady of the
Marsh – led by the ward superiors
Fr Stephen Jones and Fr Paul Noble
respectively. The occasion highlighted
the new statue of Our Lady of Lincoln
to be introduced into the Cathedral
on Saturday 31st May 2014 in the
afternoon and to which members of the
Society are warmly invited. In Bishop Robert’s article in the recent edition
of AVE he mentioned the Society had been very generous in its donation
towards the cost of the statue and if members wish to make a personal
contribution the details of how to do it can be found in that article. We are
greatly indebted to the Council for their generosity.
The new statue will be the focus of ecumenical devotion.
The day itself was a joyful one. Over 100 people attended the Mass at
which celebrant and preacher was Bishop Robert Ladds. In the afternoon
The Precentor sang Vespers of Our Lady. The Cathedral Consort sang
beautifully music by Palestrina and Greig. After a sermon preached by the
Bishop of Lincoln we enjoyed a Marian procession around the Cathedral
ending with a station at half size depiction of the new statue. The service
concluded with Benediction. The organ crashed out with music by Flor
Peeters on the hymn Ave Maris Stella. It was indeed a memorable day! The
restoration of the Shrine is a major undertaking and unique in an English
Cathedral at this time; restoring Pilgrimage and Marian Devotion which
has a 1000 year history. Generous financial support has come from many
sources, including from the Roman Catholic and Orthodox communities.
In support of this important restoration of the Shrine of Our Lady
of Lincoln, the Society of Mary has contributed £2,500 from central
resources. We invite Society Members to make personal contributions in
the hope that we can, at very least, match the sum already contributed.
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The Executive and General
Councils of our Society ask for and
encourage your support.
Cheques should be made payable
to “The Society of Mary”. On the
reverse of the cheque please write
“Donation Our Lady of Lincoln”
together with your name and
contact address.
If you wish us to claim GIFT AID
on your donation, please include a
slip of paper giving your name and
address, together with a note
expressing your wish that Gift Aid
in claimed and sign the note.
Please send your donation to:
Tom Middleton, Esq.,
Treasurer: The Society of Mary,
Flat 1, Cedar House,
1 Woodland Crescent,
London SE16 6YL

Future Council Meetings of the Society
Friday 10th October, 2014 at 2.30 pm
Preceded by Rosary at 2.00 pm
and Benediction at 2.15 pm
Friday 6th February, 2015 at 2.30 pm
Preceded by Benediction at 2.15 pm
The Executive meets at 11.00 am on the above dates
and also on Wednesday 2nd July 2014.
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Ward of Our Lady of

Durham
T

HE WARD is only two

years old as a Ward in
its own right. For many
years Newcastle and
Durham Dioceses have
shared the joy of a
Society of Mary Ward.
Now the Ward for
Durham has branched
out on its own and it has
been a very exciting time.
Growth in numbers
occurs at every meeting of the Ward. When travelling round the parishes of
the Diocese new members are recruited. It may only be one and it can be
more, but in bringing together Catholic Christians who sometimes feel they
are going it alone in their parishes.
On February 15th 2014 it was just such an occasion when the annual visit
to Durham Cathedral – dedicated to Christ the Blessed Virgin Mary and
S. Cuthbert – was made. A Mass was held with twenty to thirty members in
attendance in the Lady Chapel of this great Cathedral, called the Galilee
Chapel. One or two “visitors” to the Ward Meeting and to the Cathedral felt
they had made a pilgrimage of grace and were overjoyed to be sharing in a
Mass, celebrated by Canon Peter Brown C.M.P., which was safe from fresh
expression or messy church or any other of the distractions that the modern
Church of England feels compelled to inflict on its people. Fr Skelton gave
a brief history of the Galilee Chapel, reminding the congregation that its
original position was supposed to have been at the East end of the
Cathedral but Bishop Hugh Le Puiset found it necessary to move to the
West end and so the work was completed in 1175.
Since 1370 it has housed the tomb of The Venerable Bede and so is a
place of secondary pilgrimage to S. Cuthbert.
The Galilee Chapel is a reminder to the Church that the ministry of Jesus
was predominately in Galilee and it was from Galilee that Jesus made his
20
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way to Jerusalem to die and take away our sins. The monks used this
Chapel as a starting point for their processions to celebrate that salvation
of the world in their liturgy.
A Mass of the Annunciation was celebrated – the event that took place in
Nazareth in Galilee and showed the humanity of Jesus born of Mary by
offering the Mass celebrating the death and resurrection of Jesus his
divinity is seen. The first disciples saw his divinity at Cana in Galilee when
he changed water into wine, at Mary His Mother’s instigation, and
increased the faith as well as giving the wedding party a real boost!
Thanks must be given that Our Lady’s motherly care for bringing us
closer to her Son whose love brings us closer to the Father and bids us work
for the kingdom to come among us and pray that we may be blessed with
another year of work and witness in The Faith.
Fr Beresford Skelton

■ Ward members who attended the Mass on 15th February in Durham Cathedral.
Ward Superior – Fr Beresford Skelton, CMP, is vested in the centre of the photograph;
Fr Mervyn Thompson Secretary and Fr David Raine SSC Treasurer are also pictured.
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MASS OF REQUIEM – HELD AT
S. SILAS CHURCH ON 14TH NOVEMBER
In November a Tridentine-rite High Mass of Requiem was offered for
the Founders and Benefactors of S. Silas Church, Kentish Town and
For Departed Members of The Society of Mary. It was particularly
appropriate to hold the Requiem last year as it was just after Fr John
Milburn’s 25th anniversary of his death on 12th October (1988). It
is proposed to observe a similar Requiem this year at S. Silas on
20th November.
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EVENTS FROM THE SOUTH COAST IN 2013
Portsmouth Ward (Our Lady Full of Grace)
Visit to S. James Without-the Priory Gate, Southwick, on 18th May
Some 19 members, including 3 from the Bournemouth Ward Church
visited the Church, which is described as a ‘Peculiar’; this means it is
privately owned and exempt from the jurisdiction of the Diocese in
which it lies. The Chaplains of S. James past and present, have been
appointed by the Incumbent Squire who is officially the ‘Lay Prior,
Ordinary, Patron and Rector of the Peculiar and Parish of Southwick.
The Church nevertheless adheres to the doctrine of the Church of
England.
A Priory was founded by Henry I in 1133 and then re-established at
Southwick during the period 1145-53 but dissolved in April 1538 hence
the title: ‘S. James Without-the-Priory Gate’.
The whole very pretty village comes under The Squire, who apart
from one house owns all the properties in the village and thus all the
front doors are painted red. The properties are then rented to those
who live in Southwick.

■ Fr Roger Calder, vested, celebrated a Mass of Our Lady, assisted by Fr Jamie
Hartridge.
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■ On 7th September, a Solemn Mass of Our Lady was held at S. Saviour’s,
Portsmouth and members of the Bournemouth Ward joined in the happy celebration.

Bournemouth Ward
of Our Lady,
Queen of All Saints
Visit of Fr Graeme Rowlands
It was a great privilege that
the Chaplain-General of the
Society came to Celebrate and
Preach for the Bournemouth
Ward Mass for the Coronation
of Our Lady on 22nd August.

n.b. The Bournemouth Ward last
year relocated local events to
S. Ambrose Church, Westbourne,
Bournemouth.

■ The Statue of Our Lady.
25

AVE

■ The Consecration at the Mass.

Visit of Bishop Norman Banks
Bishop Norman Banks visited the Parish of the Church S. Ambrose for
the observance and celebration of the Feast of Title in December. As
Bishop Norman had already booked to come to Bournemouth for the
week-end he kindly left earlier on Saturday 7th December to Celebrate
the Mass for the Ward, which had been planned for the observance of
the Immaculate Conception of Our Lady.
In his address he stated that he became a Member of The Society
30-years ago and continued by saying as Mary prepared for the gift of
the Christ Child, so we should prepare to receive Christ in our hearts.
Advent was a time of preparing the way, e.g: John the Baptist
preparing the way of the Lord (Matt 3v3). So as we look to Mary – the
pattern of humility and self-giving love, the acceptance of God
becoming man – in the birth of Jesus Christ.
As Bishop Norman rejoiced in being a Member of the Society for
30-years, so we should rejoice as we prepared to celebrate the most
holy and wonderful gift from God of the incarnation.
The Bishop wore a new Mitre with a Marian insignia on it for the
first time for his visit to Bournemouth.
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■ Bishop Norman Banks resplendent in his new mitre.

A Day Pilgrimage has been arranged by
the Ecumenical Marian Pilgrimage Trust to
Egmanton and Newark on Saturday 17th May
2014. The day will include visits to S. Giles Church,
Cromwell, where several generations of Fynes-Clintons
were rectors, including Fr Henry Joy Fynes-Clinton, who played a
significant role in restoring the Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham and
the Church of S. Mary the Virgin at Egmanton. The day will include:
• A visit to the Roman Catholic Church of the Holy Trinity, Newark,
with its shrine of Our Lady in reparation for the dissolution of the
Observant Franciscan Friary of Newark;
• A visit to the historic Barnaby Gate Methodist Church, founded by
John Wesley.
For visitors from the London area it is suggested that you travel on the
9.03 or 9.30am train from Kings Cross to Newark North Gate Station
where you will be met by cars for the above itinerary.
For full details please refer to the Ecumenical Marian Pilgrimage Trust
website at: www.ecumenicalmarianpilgrimage.org.uk and email the
Revd Mark Woodruff by email on empilgrimage@btinternet.com
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The Society’s October Devotion
will take place at the Parish Church of

S. Helen’s, Athersley, Barnsley

on Saturday 4th October, 2014
12 noon: Solemn Concelebrated Mass followed by lunch
All Priest members of the Society are invited to concelebrate. Please
inform Fr Marshall of your intention by Tuesday 30th September and
bring an alb.
1.15 pm: Lunch will be a hot meal @ £10 per head including wine.
Please let Fr Marshall know if you require lunch and send him a
cheque by Tuesday 30th September. (Cheques payable to Society of
Mary-Barnsley Ward). Lunch tickets will not be posted and no lunch
bookings will be available on the day.
2.30 pm: Rosary, Sermon, Outdoor Procession, and Benediction.
Preacher: Dom Damian Humphries O.S.B. Parish Priest of Blessed
Sacrament Church, Athersley.
Priest members of the Society are invited to robe, please bring cotta and
stole.
Directions (by Road): M1 from London exit Junction 37 (Barnsley)
Into Barnsley Town Centre. Take A61 towards Wakefield. About 3
miles outside Barnsley traffic lights at New Lodge (Post Office
opposite, Co-op on the right). Turn right at lights (Laithes Lane) St
Helens is on the right.
From north: A1 onto M1 exit junction for Wakefield. Take A61
towards Barnsley. Traffic lights at New Lodge (Post Office on left, Coop opposite). Turn left into Laithes Lane – St Helens is on the right.
Directions (by Rail): Trains from London St Pancras to Barnsley
(change at Sheffield)
Postcode for SatNav: S71 3AF
Details from: Fr Rodney Marshall, St Helen’s Vicarage,
27 Laithes Lane, Athersley, BARNSLEY S71 3AF
email: fathermarshall.sthelens@gmail.com
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FROM THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY
1. Members are reminded that subscriptions were due on 1st
January 2014. Annual subscriptions are £10 for Annual members
and £100 for Life members. Members attached to a Ward should
pay their subscriptions through their Ward. A list of all Ward
members is sent in January and June to Ward officials.
Headquarters registered members pay directly to the
Membership Secretary, and she would be pleased to receive these
by 30th April 2014. Members in arrears will not receive AVE
after this Annunciationtide issue!
2. Please would all members inform me when they move house.
We still cannot always trace some copies of AVE returned by the
Post Office. Life members are kept on file with the hope that a
new address for them will eventually be established.
3. Thanks are due to all who have let me know email addresses.
It has already saved on postage. It would be helpful if members
who change an email address could let me know by sending an
email to membership@societyofmary.net
Similarly, for those who haven’t yet told me.
Brigid Reeve, Membership Secretary.
Contact details on inside back cover.

Webmaster

Visit the Society of Mary Website

Mr Richard Doney
40 Laburnam Crescent
Kidlington
Oxon OX5 1HB
The webmaster is
always pleased to
receive reports of SOM
events for the website

www.societyofmary.net
webmaster@societyofmary.net
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S.O.M. – Merchandise

Order Form

Please send this form, together with your remittance which
should be made payable to The Society of Mary, to the Sales
Officer, Mr Tom Middleton, Flat 1, Cedar House, 1 Woodland
Crescent, LONDON SE16 6YL.
Item or
Postage &
Total
Price each
Title of Publication
Packing Remittance

Quantity

Society Medal

£8.50

50p each (1-4)
Over 5 £4.00

Manual

£0.50

50p P & P

Lapel Badge

£2.50

50p P & P

‘Mary – A Focus for Unity for all Christians’
Sermons & Conference talks presented at Lourdes & Nettuno

‘People, Places and Things’
A light-hearted view of the Society

COMBINED OFFER
Both the titles highlighted above

£5.00
+
£1.00 P & P

Total enclosed (cheques payable to The Society of Mary) –

Name

£

................................................................................................................................................

Address

..........................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................
..................................................................................................................................................................

Postcode

.......................................................................................................................................

Telephone

...................................................................................................................................
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The Society of Mary

Officers of the Society
Superior-General
The Rt Revd Robert Ladds,
Christ Church House,
76 Brent Street,
London NW4 2ES
Tel: 020 8202 8123
e-mail: episcopus@ntlworld.com
Chaplain-General
and Director of Pilgrimage
The Revd G. C. Rowlands,
S. Silas Presbytery,
11 St. Silas Place,
London NW5 3QP
Tel: 020 7485 3727
e-mail: ssmktw@googlemail.com
Secretary
Mrs Celia Bush,
169 Humber Doucy Lane,
Ipswich,
Suffolk IP4 3PA
Tel: 01473 423750
e-mail:
secretary@societyofmary.net
Membership & Grants Secretary
Mrs Brigid Reeve,
Honeysuckle Cottage,
5 Theatre Street,
Woodbridge,
Suffolk IP12 4NE
Tel: 01394 382727
e-mail:
membership@societyofmary.net
Treasurer
Mr Tom Middleton
Flat 1, Cedar House,
1 Woodland Crescent,
London SE16 6YL
Tel: 020 7237 2666
e-mail:
tom.middleton@london.gov.uk
Editor of AVE
Mr Henry Frier,
2 Dundas Road,
Canford Heath,
Poole,
Dorset BH17 8PT
Tel: 01202 683907
e-mail: ave@societyofmary.net

(Established 1931)
The Society of Mary springs from two similar
societies founded in 1880 and 1901 respectively,
which united in 1931. It has members all over the
world and is not confined to Anglicans. Where
there are sufficient members in one place or area,
they combine to form a Ward, with a priest as
Superior and an elected Secretary. They can
organise regular services, meetings and many
other activities. Five or more members may form
a Cell, and organise joint prayer and fellowship.
Isolated members are joined to the Headquarters
Ward.
The Society publishes its magazine AVE twice
each year with details of pilgrimages, retreats,
festival services etc. It is free to all members and
is the effective link between the various Regions.
The Society is not affiliated to any single Shrine or
Marian institution, and is the only organisation
endeavouring to promote equally all the different
aspects of devotion to Mary.

The Society of Mary
The Society is dedicated to the glory of God and in
honour of the Holy Incarnation under the
invocation of Our Lady, Help of Christians.
1. Members shall keep a Rule of Life, which will
include such special devotions as the Angelus,
the Rosary, the Litany and Anthems of Our
Lady.
2. They will pray for Departed Members of the
Society and offer Mass for them.
3. They will take part in the Mass on the principal
Feasts of Our Lady.
4. They will engage in apostolic and pastoral
work, according to opportunity, under the
guidance of the local Ward Officers and the
General Council.

Objects and Membership of the Society
The Society was founded as an Anglican Society
with these Objects:
1. To love and honour Mary.
2. To spread devotion to her in reparation for
past neglect and misunderstanding, and in the
cause of Christian Unity.
3. To take Mary as a model in purity, personal
relationships and family life.
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The Annunciation, Tarxien

The Superior-General, the Chaplain-General, Officers and
General Council of the Society wish you all a Happy Easter.
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